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knowledge of the physical happenings which surround us. For
example, as I sit writing, ether waves from the broadcasting
station are reaching me, but I do not become aware of them
until I allow my wireless set to transform them into sound
waves which will affect my ears. Clearly there may be many
other stimuli to detect which I have no such apparatus; and
it is possible that the proverbial sixth sense might supply me
with much additional information about my surroundings.
For details of the physiology of the five well-recognized
sense-organs the student is referred to the appropriate text-
books. We have special receptors for seeing, hearing, smell-
ing, and tasting; and, while any part of the body may be used
for touching, the tips of the fingers are more specialized in this
direction than any other part. Touch has been well called the
"mother sense," for all the others may be looked on as special-
izations of it which have arisen in the course of evolution. The
eye and the ear receive stimuli from a distance, and are there-
fore called "distance receptors" ; our senses of sight and hear- •
ing are of outstanding importance in bringing us knowledge
of the outer world. Smell has undoubtedly played a large
part in the development of the race, but hi human beings it
has lost much of its importance. Since odours are found hi
greatest intensity and variety near the ground, it is probable
that when man assumed an upright posture and got his nose
in the air he began to rely less on his sense of smell to find food
and escape danger.
It should not be supposed that the five sense-organs are
the only means we possess of receiving stimuli which result in
characteristic sensations. A sense of temperature or one of
pain is neither seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting, nor touching,
yet it has a characteristic quality; and for such senses we have
definite receptors in the skin. Likewise we have organic
sensations such as hunger, thirst, feeling well, or feeling ill,
which are important constituents of our experience. We
cannot localize such sensations, for their receptors are in the
digestive and other ulterior organs of the body. Lastly, we have
the kinsesthetic sense, by which we are kept aware of the posi-
tion of the trunk, head, and limbs. It has various receptors

